
MGA / GeoLancashire field excursion to Thurns Head Quarry and Healey Dell, near Rochdale. 

Sixteen people met at Cowm Water Ski Centre carpark at Whitworth where we were greeted by 

Arthur Baldwin, our leader for Thurns Head. A highlight was magnificent examples of soft sediment 

deformation giving rise to load casts on a metre scale. Fragments of flaggy sandstone left by the 

quarrymen displayed examples of ripple bedding and abundant examples of Lockeia isp., the trace 

fossil of the 'foot anchor' of a non-marine bivalve.  

 
Load casts, Thurns Head Quarry. Width of largest example (right) approx. 1m. 

 
Load cast, Thurns Head Quarry, width approx. 0.7m. Flame structure of mud rock to upper right of load cast. 



 
Lockeia isp. in loose block. Hand lens body 90mm long. 

Evidence of the work of man was also widespread, with examples of large thin ripple marked slabs 

set vertically in rows in the ground as fences and a paved stone road, probably for bringing stone 

down into the valley on wooden sledges. 

 
Thin sandstone slabs used as fences. Cown Reservoir as backdrop. 


